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}rorked a year in the Polish coal mines]—r

Work proceeds uninterrupted for 365 dsys, including Sundays and holidays.
Individual miners customarily work two out of three consecutive Sundays.
There are three shifts of nine hours each; during one three-bour period,
generslly from 6 & m to 9 a m, the work complement is doubled.

Shortages of skilled and technically treioed persopnel are widespread and
gevere, In order to inmcresse the pool of trained persompel, considerable
efforts are made to recruit young men for mining schools. Recruiting

drives ave particularly freguent in the yural areas of vhat 13 now Bastern
Polspd. To the prospective recruit who feels that he has little opportunity
for sdvancing himself in his home regiom. promises of life-time cmreers in
a well-paid industry after s study peried finsnced by the Govermment sound
quite attractive. Mining schools, known as Szkola Przysposoblenia Przemy-
slovwego (SPP), sre established in many citiew, especially in 3ilesis. Most

of the students are 16 to 20 years of age,

attend courses three dave a

week snd work the other three wsekdsys. They receive Government stipands
for the school training. In addition to mining, the training includes
political subjects. The curriculum calls for two years® study. Durlag
this period, many students become disillnsioned sbout the mining career
under present cilrcumstances and escepe back to their homes. In order w

| £111 the ranks of unskilled mimers, civiiisn prisonpers are frequantly sent
to the mines. Only those prisoners serving semtsuces from ove 10 fiva years
are selected for this purpose; those serving lomger sentences are excluded
because esgcapes are relatively easy and presumably frequent. Prisoners are
paid ome-third the customary wages and uze this money to meke purchases in

stores conveniently located near the mipee.

“Political” prisoners assigned

to work in the mines are housed in speclal camps.
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Polish

cosl ae;ms

The  deeper the seams are the better the coal is for coking. The tendency
ig to dig deeper for coal im Polend, down to three thousand feet. There
are gradstions between the quality from the West and the East of Poland.
On the western emd of Poland, there are msny strata, very thin, of about
half e meter thickness; this coal is generally better suited for the
chemical industries. In Eastern Poland, there are only a few sirata, dbut
they ere relatively thick, up to 16 meters. Browvn coel is mined in Lower
Silesis and in the area of Kutno (between Poznan and Wersaw). Brown cosl
is used for power only in the immediste vicinity of brown coal mimes. Cne
power statiom in the southwest corner of Poland (tordering on Czechoslovakila
and the Soviet Zone of Germany) uses brown coal and furrishee electricity
mostly to Czechoslovekia; many Germsns asre employed in that area. In
September 1951, the Main Institute of Cosl succeedad in purifying coal.
For this purpose, a speciel kind of Silaesian coal was used vhich conteined
sbout 4.7¢ of ash, This coml was ground and divided into fractionms
according to size., The finest fraction was throwa avay. Cosl of 1-3 zmm
diameter was the best for this purpose; coal of 3-10 azm dismeter was ground
further coel over 10 am (1 cm) dismeter,
perhaps it was reground. For further separation of pure coal and eeh, 25X1
the coal goes through three or four flotation tebles. The result is coal
with en admixture of mineral matter of about .6% which is pure
enough for use in electrodes and in metallurgy.

6.

T.

Poland has & nuzber of factories menufwcturing mining machinery; one such

factory is situated st Katowice, | ~~  [Poland ls in » positica 25X1

%o produce meny gensral types of machinery and has o lean on Crechoslovskia
UsSh enly Tor imporii of epecisl squigment 25X1

|

ocsl moved from the face to the shafy \

ﬁaﬂy by rubber conveysr belt. 7%.;0 belts sre menufacturad in
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9. | Information|  lon the coke plant at Gliwice

This plant was to have five batteries with 174 ovens in operation by 1952.
The layout is as follows:

Battery Mo 1 28 ovens
Battery Ho 2 28 ovens
Battery No 3 k8§ ovens
Battery No b 35 ovens
:Ilwb"aery Ko 5 35 ovens

174 ovens.

The cspsoity is 15 tons & &y for snch oven, which gives the coke plant an
epproximte meximum capecity of 2,600 tons per day. The actusl capacity is
2,300 tens of ccke per day, including tha fifth battery. Inttisl turning
of the fifth btettery wes stertwd in October 1951; 1t wes scheduled to be in
full operstion in 19%2. Cosl for the oceking plant was furnished by mines st
(1) G1ivice, (2) Bosnics, snd (3) Zabrze Wachod; cosl frem these three mines
was zixed and ground, By-products are

szmonium sulphste - 8% of cosl imput

bensol = 14 of ocal inpnt
tar = 3,5% of acal input,
- .na -
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